265. LETTER TO SIR BENJAMIN ROBERTSON
7, buitencingle,
cape town,
March 4, 1914
DEAR SIR BENJAMIN,
It strikes me that, with reference to Mr, Polak's note, I
should mention perhaps the manner in which relief can be
granted in the several matters,
Immigration. Relief can be easily given in the administration
of this Act, as there is one Act applicable to all the Provinces and
it can be done by altering the regulations in the desired direc-
tion. Inter-provincial visiting and travelling permits should be
granted for the asking and either without a deposit or with a
small deposit and no more than a shilling stamp to cover the bare
cost.
Certificates of identity should be of a permanent duration even
as the Transvaal certificates are—why should the Transvaal have
an advantage over the other Provinces in these matters ?
The question of the withdrawal and return of children should
be definitely fixed.
Proof required from wives who would be administratively
admitted should be definitely stated. Indeed, it is necessary to go
through the regulations clause by clause with Mr. Gorges and then
discuss them with General Smuts.
Dealers* Licences. This is a difficult question. The three Provin-
ces have three different laws and they are not administered direct-
ly by the Union Government The control is partly in the hands
of the Provincial Governments and partly in those of the
municipalities. Each municipality has its own policy and bye-laws.
The utmost that can be done is for the Government to address
circulars to the responsible bodies warning them of the danger
of following a sweeping policy. This method was successfully
adopted by the late Mr. Escombe1 who was himself the author of
the Natal licensing law of 1896, And the local administrations will
not fail to note the changed attitude of the Union administration
if it ever changes for the better.
1 Sir Hairy Escombe (1838-99); leading advocate, who pleaded for Gan-
dhiji's admission to the Bar of the Natal Supreme Court; was Prime Minister
of Natal for a few months in 1897.

